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The 9th Form                  Writing Comprehension

Choose one of the three suggested topics and comment on it.

1. Write what you expect of your best friend :
· things he/she must do/have/be;

· things he/she mustn’t do/have/be;

· things he/she needn’t do/have/be.

2. Write what clothes can tell us about a person who wears them:
· items he/she prefers to wear;

· their design;
· their colour;
· their tidiness etc.

3. Write which of the following is important and which is less important in reaching your goals:
· luck;

· hard work;

· having a plan and following it;

· having somebody who can help you;

· something else ( What is it? ).
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The Shoemaker

Bill Bird is a shoemaker who cannot make shoes fast enough for his growing number of customers – and he charges more than £300 for a pair! Customers travel hundreds of kilometres to his London shoe clinic or to his workshop in the countryside to have their feet measured. He makes shoes for people with feet of unusual sizes : very large, very small, very broad or very narrow. The shoes are at least as fashionable as those found in ordinary shops

Mr. Bird says, ‘’ My problem is that I cannot find skilled workers. Young people all seem to prefer to work with computers these days. We will lose the necessary skills soon because there are fewer and fewer shoemakers nowadays. I am 45, and now I want to teach young people everything I know about making shoes. It’s a good job, and a lot of people want to buy beautiful shoes specially made for them. 

He started in the business 19 years ago and now he employs three other people. His customers pay about £ 500 for their first pair of shoes. He says, ‘’ Extra pairs of shoes cost between  £ 320 and £ 450, as it takes one employee a whole week to make just one shoe.

                                                      Shoemaker

Choose the best answer or the end of the sentences.

1. What is the writer trying to do in the text ? -------------

a) to describe where Mr. Bird finds his staff

b) to encourage people to wear comfortable shoes

c) to advertise a job selling expensive shoes

d) to  show Mr. Bird’s worries about his trade. 

2. How old is Bill Bird ? -------------

a) over forty-five

b) forty-five

c) about forty-five

d) thirty –five

3. What can readers find out from this text ? -------------

a) how many customers Mr. Bird has

b) how to make shoes like Mr. Bird

c) how to get to Mr. Bird’s London shop

d) how much Mr. Bird’s shoes cost

4. How much does he want for an extra  pair of shoes ? -------------

a) more than £320

b) about  £500

c) less than £300

d) over £500

5. What jobs do young people choose nowadays ? -------------

a) prefer to make something with their own hands

b) prefer to work with computers

c) prefer to work in a shoemaking industry

d) prefer to work for small companies

6. Customers choose Mr. Bird because his shoes -------------

a) fit perfectly

b) are the most fashionable

c) look very unusual

d) are traditional in design

7. What shoes do many people prefer to buy? -------------

a) which are sold at ordinary shops

b) produced by big companies

c) made to order

d) made in the countryside

8. Bill Bird makes shoes  -------------

a) fast enough

b) not  fast enough

c) too fast

d) quite

9. Bill Bird makes shoes -------------

a)    for all people

b)   for those who like travelling hundreds of kilometres to his London shoe clinic

c)   for those who want to have  extra pairs of shoes

d)  for those who want to have shoes made specially for them

10. Which advertisement would Mr. Bird put in a newspaper? -------------

a) Wanted – experienced shoemakers to work in large shoe company in London. Good rates of pay.

b) Wanted – young people to train as shoemakers. Good job with small company.

c) Wanted – young people to train as shoemakers. Must be able to use a computer.

d) Wanted – country workshop needs people for unskilled jobs working with shoes.
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Jake’s Hometown

I have returned to my hometown of Wilson Creek after an absence of 10 years. So many things have changed around here. When  I left Wilson Creek, there was a small pond on the right as you left town. They have filled in this pond and they have built a large shopping mall there. A new post office has also been built just across from my old school.

There is a baseball stadium on the outskirts of Wilson Creek which has been changed completely. They have now added a new stand where probably a few thousand people could sit. It looks really great.

The biggest changes have taken place in the downtown area. They have changed it  into a walking zone and you can’t drive there anymore. A European-style fountain has been built and some benches have also been added along with a grassy area and a new street café.

My street looks just the same as it always was but a public library has been built in the next street along. There used to be a great park there but they have cut down all the trees which is a pity .The library now has a large green area in front of it but it’s not the same as when the park was there.

Another improvement is the number of new restaurants that have opened  in Wilson Creek. A Chinese and an Italian restaurant have opened in the town centre and a Mexican restaurant has opened near my home. Which is where I am going tonight!

Jake’s Hometown

Mark the statements  ‘’True’’ or ‘’False’’

-----------      1. Jake has been absent from the town for a decade.

-----------      2. Jake’s school doesn’t exist anymore.

-----------      3. They have improved the baseball stadium.

-----------      4. A few thousand people can watch a baseball match at the same time.

-----------      5. Jake likes the new look of the stadium.

-----------      6. The buildings in the centre of the town look European.

-----------      7. It’s only possible to reach the centre on foot.

-----------      8. Jake’s street hasn’t changed much but a new library has been built there.

-----------      9. He is sad about the park being ruined.

-----------      10. Jake is going to eat Italian food  in the evening.
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                                                          Potatoes

                 Potatoes came to us from Central and Southern America. When Spaniards came to America they wondered that Indian tribes ate strange things like apples. Sailors brought them to Europe in the 16th century. Europeans tried to eat potatoes rare, they made salads of potato leaves, but nobody liked the dishes. And Europeans forgot potatoes.

          Francis Drake, a well – known English sailor and traveller, brought potatoes to Europe again at the end of the 16th century. In many European countries people tried to use potatoes again. In France rich people liked white potato flowers, in Germany rich people liked the smell of potato flowers, in Poland people thought potatoes were herbs.

         But poor people liked potatoes best of all. They called potatoes the second bread. In German town Offenburg there is a monument to Francis Drake with the following writing: “To Sir Francis Drake who spread potatoes in Europe. 1580.”

        Some people in many countries like potatoes very much and cook many dishes of it. There are many sorts of potatoes in the world. In Ukraine we prefer pink potatoes, in German and Poland people prefer yellow potatoes, in England and the USA people like white potatoes.

       People do not only eat potatoes. They can make many things of it.

rare - рідко
herbs - трави
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Mark the statements “True” or “False”

-------------    1. Potatoes came to us from Eastern and Northern America.

-------------    2. Spaniards were amazed to know that Indian tribes ate strange things like apples.                            

-------------    3. Potatoes were brought from Europe in the 15th century.

-------------    4. Francis Drake was a well – known seaman and traveller.

-------------    5. He brought potatoes to Europe at the beginning of the 16th century.

-------------    6. In France wealthy people liked rose potato seeds.

-------------    7. In Germany wealthy people liked the smell of potato flowers.

-------------    8. In Germany there is Francis Drake’s residence.

-------------    9. Needy people liked potatoes best of all.

-------------    10. There are many kinds of potatoes in the world.

Choose the correct answer

1. Potatoes came to us from …

    a) Eastern and Western America

    b) Central and Southern America

    c) Central and Northern America

2. Europeans … to eat potatoes rare.

    a) tried

    b) didn’t try

    c) invited

3. Potatoes were first brought to Europe in …

    a) the 14th century

    b) the 16th century

    c) the 13th century

4. Francis Drake was a well – known … traveller.

   a) German

   b) French

   c) English

5. Francis Drake spread potatoes in Europe in …

  a) 1580

  b) 1680

  c) 1880

6. In Germany rich people liked ... of potato flowers.

   a) the taste

   b) the smell

   c) the colour

7. People called the potatoes …

  a) the second break

  b) the third bread

  c) the second bread

8. In the town of Offenburg there is … to Francis Drake.

 a) a monument

 b) a home

 c) a tomb

9. Some people in … like potatoes very much.
 a) few countries

 b) few homes

 c) many countries

10. There are …of potatoes in the world. 

 a) few kinds

 b) many sorts

 c) few flowers
