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Everest Expedition
In March 1995, I received a call from an editor at Outside magazine proposing that I join a guided Everest expedition scheduled to depart five days hence and write an article about the mushrooming commercialization of the mountain and the attendant controversies. The magazine’s intent was not that I climb the peak; the editors simply wanted me to remain in Base Camp and report the story from the East Rongbuk Glacier, at the foot of the Tibetan side of the mountain. I considered the offer seriously – I went so far as to book a flight and get the required immunizations – and then bowed out at the last minute.
Given the disdain I’d expressed for Everest over the years, one might reasonably assume that I declined to go on principle. In truth, the call from Outside had unexpectedly aroused a powerful, long-buried desire. I said no to the assignment only because 1 thought it would be unbearably frustrating to spend two months in the shadow of Everest without ascending higher than Base Camp. If I were going to travel to the far side of the globe and spend eight weeks away from my wife and home, I wanted an opportunity to climb the mountain.

I asked Mark Bryant, the editor of Outside, if he would consider postponing the assignment for twelve months (which would give me time to train properly for the physical demands of the expedition). I also inquired if the magazine would be willing to book me with one of the more reputable guide services – and cover the $65,000 fee – thus giving me a shot at actually reaching the summit. I didn’t really expect him to say yes to this plan. I’d written more than sixty pieces for Outside over the previous fifteen years, and seldom had the travel budget for any of these assignments exceeded two or three thousand dollars.
Bryant called back a day later after conferring with Outside’s publisher. He said that the magazine wasn’t prepared to shell out $65,000 but that he and the other editors thought the commercialization of Everest was an important story. If I was serious about trying to climb the mountain, he insisted, Outside would figure out a way to make it happen.
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Task 1. Mark these sentences True (T) or False (F)

	
	
	True or False

	1
	The author doesn’t seem to do professional writing.
	

	2
	The article was supposed to be about commerce and trade.
	

	3
	The expedition was to last less than 90 days.
	

	4
	The author had always wanted to go to Everest.
	

	5
	The plane was delayed at the last minute.
	

	6
	There was a request for some additional preparation.
	

	7
	The professional Everest guiding was fairly cheap.
	

	8
	The author had all the reasons to believe his idea would be supported.
	

	9
	The magazine seemed to have little interest in the issue.
	

	10
	The author still had a chance to realize his wish.
	


Task 2. Choose the correct letter

	
	
	a, b, c, d

	11
	The expedition was scheduled for:

a) mid-spring;

b) early summer;

c) late winter;

d) early autumn.
	

	12
	The expected article seemed to express:

a) more of satisfaction;

b) more of concern;

c) more of displeasure;

d) more of awareness.
	

	13
	The expedition was to start:

a) after a while;

b) in 12 months;

c) after some training;

d) fairly shortly.
	

	14
	Getting ready to go, the author turned out to be:

a) very active;

b) somewhat idle;

c) pretty indifferent;

d) very reluctant.
	

	15
	The author didn’t go because:

a) he was late for the plane;

b) he did not get necessary funds;

c) he changed his mind;

d) he failed medical inspection.
	

	16
	It can be inferred that the author:

a) was afraid of cold;

b) didn’t like height;

c) was against being bored;

d) couldn’t stand the mountains.
	

	17
	We can come to a conclusion that the author:

a) was out of shape;

b) was out of money;

c) had no family;

d) was out of writing practice.
	

	18
	What the author did NOT request was:

a) time;

b) a chance to write an article;

c) money;

d) additional perks.
	

	19
	The author was doubtful about his idea because:

a) he had missed the time;

b) of his previous experience;

c) he was not well physically;

d) he didn’t really want to go.
	

	20
	The editor’s response might seem to contain:

a) disdain;

b) disrespect;

c) hope;

d) unwillingness.
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Text 1

EDUCATION OF A CONSTRUCTION KLUTZ

As I’ve gotten older, I’ve discovered there aren’t as many handy people around as I thought. When I was a kid, everyone I knew could fix things, remodel entire rooms in a weekend, and build a small shed with an axe and three mature pine trees.

Well, almost everyone. My dad wasn’t very handy. He could build a few things, but at one point during my childhood, I thought the entire house was held together with duct tape and baling wire. It was only through sheer determination of will, and the fact that the house rattled in a stiff breeze, that my dad finally began calling professionals to fix what he had already fixed.

Unfortunately, I come from a long line of unhandy people. My father’s family comes from The Netherlands, and through extensive genealogical research, I’ve learned that my ancestors have been doctors, engineers, and scientists. According to family legend, there is a statue of one of my relatives near Monnickendam, Netherlands, in commemoration for all his accomplishments as an engineer.

However, none of these men or women were known for being very good with tools, mostly because they were doctors, engineers, and scientists.

Growing up, I thought I had inherited the “complete klutz with tools” gene, recently identified by genetic scientists, one of whom is probably a distant cousin. However, over the years, I’ve learned how to not only use tools without killing myself or the people around me, but to actually become a halfway-decent builder and woodworker (translation: I still have all my fingers and toes).

Usually this kind of knowledge is passed from father to son. And I did learn quite a few important tips from my dad as I watched him work around the house.

Is the garage door track going to collapse and all you have is baling wire? I can help you with that. Need a temporary fix on a leaky pipe with chewing gum and duct tape? I’m your man. Are you looking for a temporary solution to a problem that actually needs to last for several years? Give me an empty tin can and a hacksaw, and I can fix anything.

Unfortunately, when you have a house of your own and don’t have a lot of money, duct tape and steel cans are no way to fix a house and keep your wife happy. So I had to learn how to be handy. Luckily, I had my father-in-law to teach me all of these things. He was more than happy to help me, despite the fact that I had married his oldest daughter.

All of my knowledge about construction and tools came from him. He took four years to show me how to hammer nails properly, install insulation, wire a house, and hang drywall. He did it with patience, thoroughness, and only had to whack me on the head with a hammer once.

It was a complete accident, of course (although he may not have forgiven me for taking his daughter away from him). We were working on the upstairs of my house. He was standing on a stool, hammering over his head. I walked past him just as he was lowering the hammer.

I quickly had a new respect for nails as the metallic clunk rattled my head. My eyes crossed and my vision went white, like I was staring into a searchlight. I was vaguely aware of my father-in-law apologizing profusely and asking me if I was okay.

But despite the whack on the head, my only thought was “what's the best reaction I could make to get a big laugh?” I wracked the portion of my brain that was still functioning and tried to come up with the funniest response.
“I could fall down. No, that would give him a heart attack. Wait, I could shake my head and make that noise like they do on cartoons. No, my head hurts too much. I could tell him he’ll never get rid of me that easily. No...” And so on.
I finally realized he was staring at me and trying to get me to answer. I mumbled that I was okay and sat down on a milk crate, disappointed that I couldn’t come up with a witty remark, despite my near concussion.
But at the same time, a tiny – unconcussed – part of my brain was celebrating. Thanks to all of my construction education, I knew exactly what happened: I had just been whacked with a 16 ounce Estwing claw hammer. I was no longer a “complete klutz with tools”.
Of course, everything tasted like apples for a month, but there’s usually a trade off with these sorts of things.
Task 1. Choose the correct letter

	
	
	a, b, c, d

	1
	The author implies that:

a) he is surrounded with construction experts;

b) his family has always been keen on manual work;

c) he can hardly find assistance in certain situations;

d) he adores remodeling rooms and building sheds.
	

	2
	Which of the following reasons best explains the author’s skills described in the article?

a) they are acquired;

b) they are inherited;

c) they do not exist;

d) they are to be learned.
	

	3
	Which of the following may be least expected in the author’s family?

a) a syringe;

b) a microscope;

c) a plane;

d) a drawing-board.
	

	4
	The word “klutz” could best be replaced by:

a) clumsy;

b) heretic;

c) blockhead;

d) lazy-bones.
	

	5
	One can infer from the passage that the initial level of professionalism may imply:

a) genetically generated abilities;

b) constant practicing;

c) learning from expert teachers;

d) just staying alive.
	

	6
	The author believes he is good at:

a) solving math problems;

b) improvisation;

c) identifying adequate means;

d) baling with wire.
	

	7
	Which of the following cannot make one’s wife happy?

a) having an own dwelling;

b) possessing some extra funds;

c) getting temporary repairs;

d) duct tape, cans and hacksaws.
	

	8
	We can make an inference that the author:

a) may have had problems with his wife’s family;

b) may have had at least one sister-in law;

c) may have had a nice collection of tools;

d) may have had to teach his father-in-law.
	

	9
	The word “whack” may have the closest synonym like:

a) punch;

b) kick;

c) strike;

d) hurt.
	

	10
	The article implies that the author’s father-in-law:

a) was a nervous and impulsive person;

b) was against the author’s marriage;

c) was using a hammer for punishment;

d) was rather calm and responsive.
	


Text 2
PUNCTUATION STICKLERS UNITE
Punctuation miscreants, beware. There’s a new punctuation book in town, called “Eats Shoots and Leaves”, by British punctuation stickler, Lynn Truss. She condemns the illiterate, stupid, and greengrocers of the world, who misuse and abuse proper punctuation.

You know the ones. These are the people who put apostrophes in things like “DVD’s”, “1970’s”, or “it’s” for the possessive of “it”. They misplace commas, and are never sure if they mean “woman, without her, man is helpless” or “woman, without her man, is helpless”.

Truss rails against them and urges the grammar mavens of the world to rise up in protest against the slow tortuous death of the English language.

“Sticklers unite, you have nothing to lose but your sense of proportion, and arguably you didn’t have a lot of that to begin with”, she admonishes us.

Maybe she’s right. We don’t have a sense of proportion. It’s not a big deal if people write things like “i’ts” or “your on fire”, right? I mean, there are more important things in life to worry about, and this is just a teeny-tiny little problem that is hardly worth our attention.

So why is it like fingers on a chalkboard to some of us? What is it about a misplaced apostrophe, a missing hyphen, or those people who refer to this (...) as “dot dot dot” instead of “ellipsis” that sets our teeth on edge?

Self-satisfaction is part of it. We feel good about ourselves. There's just something gratifying about feeling smarter than other people.
Oh, I know. Were not supposed to feel that way. Everyone is equal and no one is better than everyone else, right? Then why did you feel a smug little spark of victory when you discovered I missed the apostrophe in “we’re” in the second sentence of this paragraph?
See what I mean?
We also feel a sense of belonging. We’re in a special club. A club made гір of people who know things that others don’t, like the true name of “dot dot dot”, or what an Oxford comma is. (It’s the last comma before “and”, as in “gold, silver, and bronze”.)
I, for one, love the “Oxford comma”. I have lived and died by that little comma for years. Most journalists ignore it, some editors have been known to draw and quarter writers for using it, but I have stuck to my guns. I even got into a heated argument with my college newspaper editor about it. Just knowing that this particular comma has a name makes it even more special. And it makes me a charter member of the know-it-all club.
Of course, there are some people who look down on us punctuation sticklers as dorks in dire need of better sense of proportion.
“Get a life”, they hiss at us. “God, who cares?” they ask mockingly.
І saw a t-shirt with “your retarded” written on the front. When someone would comment on the error – it should say “you’re retarded” – the slack-jawed, mouth-breathing wearer could then point out that the other person was the retarded one, because they didn't get the joke.
Personally, I think it was a mistake by the dunderheaded moron who wrote the t-shirt, but didn't realize his gaffe until it was too late.
“Hey, I know”, he said to himself, between bites of Ramen noodles, as he watched professional wrestling on TV, “I’ll say it’s a joke and make the smart people feel dumb”. He then nearly choked to death on a Ramen noodle, because he was breathing through his mouth and chewing at the same time.
Oftentimes, punctuation sticklers are hurt and confused by other people’s unwillingness to learn basic punctuation rules. “We're only trying to make you a better person!” we wail.
These anti-punctuation snobs are just jealous. They’re jealous of our rapier punctuation wit and our ease at spotting errata they otherwise missed. At least that’s what my mom would say. She often said things like this when I was a young boy, which was particularly helpful at times, like when mean kids made fun of my pants.
Unfortunately, our efforts are often unappreciated or wasted, which is a shame, because the scoffer only ends up looking like more of a moron than they already did.
I remember several years ago, driving past a local printing company whose billboard advertised for a press operator position. “Experience necessary”, the sign said. I called them and pointed out the error. After all, a printing company should be able to spell correctly, right?
“You need a “C” in necessary”, I told the woman on the other end. She thanked me rather snottily, and said someone would fix it. I could hear the “get a life” undertone in her voice.
Given all the stories I had heard about this particular company, I wasn’t too surprised the next day when I saw the correction they had made.
“Experience necessary”.
Now who’s the dork?
Task 2. Choose the correct letter
	
	
	a, b, c, d

	11
	The word “miscreant” may most probably mean:

a) violator;

b) vacationer;

c) villain;

d) vertebrate.
	

	12
	What the author emphasizes more is:

a) the importance of using proper vocabulary;

b) the need to beware of some kind of potential danger;
c) the need to read the book by Lynn Truss;

d) the need to feel smarter than other people.
	

	13
	The word “maven” can best be replaced with:

a) opponent;

b) impostor;

c) expert;

d) designer.
	

	14
	Lynn Truss is worried about people losing:
a) the sense of adequacy;

b) the ability to rationalize;

c) the sense of promotion;

d) the sense of delicacy.
	

	15
	The author is wondering why:

a) some people feel angry about grammar mistakes;

b) some people feel disappointed about others;
c) some people feel sorry about others;

d) some people feel proud for others.
	

	16
	The author has made a grammar mistake to illustrate:
a) some rules of punctuation;

b) some traits of human character;

c) some learning principles;

d) some common teaching activities.
	

	17
	It can be inferred about the author that he:

a) prefers idling to doing something;

b) may be a rather ignorant person;

c) is not very good at doing things;

d) looks rather persistent.
	

	18
	The author implies that there are quite a few people that:

a) are not very keen on keeping to the rules of grammar;

b) are not very smart by nature;

c) are not willing to understand jokes;

d) are not very interested in wearing slacks.
	

	19
	When telling about his mother’s advice, the author sounds:

a) fantastic;

b) drastic;

c) sarcastic;

d) scholastic.
	

	20
	It can be inferred from the passage that the given printing company:

a) was very popular with the community;

b) was comparatively large;

c) might have been missing misprints;

d) might have hired only arrogant staff.
	


	
Task
	1
	2
	Total

	Points


	
	
	


	1
	Imagine you have a magic mirror that allows you to see anything in the world. What would you choose to see? What would you do with this information? What could be dangerous about someone having access to such a powerful tool?


	2
	Awards and prizes are given for excellence in various fields. Do these awards and prizes serve a useful purpose? What kind of award would you give to your teachers/parents?

	3
	What is a very important skill a person should learn in order to be successful in the world today? Choose one skill and use specific reasons and examples to support your choice.

	4
	Give some reasons on the following – psychologists say that people who laugh more – live more. What makes scientists think so? What do you think of this problem?



	5
	Imagine that the fountain of youth has been discovered, giving eternal life to those who drink from it. If you could choose one notable living person to live forever, who would it be? Why would you choose this person? How would their eternal presence influence the future? What would be the positive and negative effects on society as a whole?



	6
	Shakespeare wrote, “All the world’s a stage, and all the men and women merely players.” Interpret this statement.
Do you agree or disagree with this statement? Why or why not? How does this quote apply to your own life?



	7
	Some people prefer to get up early in the morning and start the days` work. Others like to get up later in the day and work until late at night. What about you? 

	8
	People work because they need money to live. What are the other reasons that people work? Can work be a pleasure?

	9
	Some films are serious, designed to make the audience think. Other films are designed primarily to amuse and entertain. Which do you prefer? Tell about your favourite film. 

	10
	 There are some popular stories about humans being much smaller or much larger than normal. If you had to, would you rather be a miniature person or a giant? What would you do differently when you were your new size?

	11
	Imagine an ideal world, in which everything is exactly the way you want it, and you can do whatever you like. Describe an ideal school in your ideal world.

	12
	What makes a good teacher? How do you think – is appearance and style of clothing important for the teacher? What inner qualities must a teacher possess? 



	13
	Games are as important for teens as they are for children. What kind of games do you prefer to play? Why?



	14
	Describe the “house of your dreams.” What is your favorite room and what is in it? 

Where in the world would your house be located?



	15
	“Social networks like VKontaktе and Facebook help us better understand one another.” Do you agree with this statement? Explain. How is online communication different from communicating in person? If you had to choose between communicating online and communicating in person for the rest of your life, which would it be and why?

	16
	People have different ways of escaping the stress and difficulties of modern life: some people read, some exercise, others work in their gardens. What is the way you reduce stress?

	17
	If you were asked to send one thing representing your country to an international exhibition, what would you choose? Why?

	18
	Many people choose friends who are different from themselves. Others choose friends who are similar to themselves. Compare the advantages of having friends who are different from you with the advantages of having friends who are similar to you. Which kind of friend do you prefer for yourself? Why?

	19
	 Many people like to do only what they already do well. Other people prefer to try new things and take risks. Which do you prefer? Give examples. 

	20
	Which is more important for success: the natural ability you are born with or hard work? Explain your opinion, using specific reasons and examples.
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Writing

1. You have a chance to travel back in time.

· Where and when would you travel?

· Why do you choose that time and place above all others?

· How would your knowledge of that time and place affect your visit to the past?
2. Where do you normally do food and non-food shopping?

· What are advantages and disadvantages of supermarkets / small shops / markets?
· What is your opinion about buying things over the Internet?
· Do you like shopping? Why? Why not?
3. Imagine that you won a million dollars. What would you do? Do you think it is better to be given money or to earn money?
Шифр








