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The Perfect Dog

During summer vacations, I would volunteer at the vet’s, so I’d seen a lot of dogs. Minnie was by far the funniest-looking dog I’d ever seen. Thin curly hair barely covered her sausage-shaped body. Her bugged-out eyes always seemed surprised. And her tail looked like a rat’s tail.

She was brought to the vet to be put to sleep because her owners didn’t want her anymore. I thought Minnie had a sweet personality, though. No one should judge her by her looks, I thought. So the vet spayed her and gave her the necessary shots. Finally, I advertised Minnie in the local paper: “Funny-looking dog, well behaved, needs loving family”.

When a young man called, I warned him that Minnie was strange looking. The boy on the phone told me that his grandfather’s sixteen-year-old dog had just died. They wanted Minnie no matter what. I gave Minnie a good bath and fluffed up what was left of her scraggly hair. Then we waited for them to arrive.

At last, an old car drove up in front of the vet’s. Two kids raced to the door. They scooped Minnie into their arms and rushed her out to their grandfather, who was waiting in the car. I hurried behind them to see his reaction to Minnie.

Inside the car, the grandfather cradled Minnie in his arms and stroked her soft hair. She licked his face. Her rat-tail wagged around so quickly that it looked like it might fly off her body. It was love at first lick.

“She’s perfect!” the old man exclaimed.

I was thankful that Minnie had found the good home that she dc served.
That’s when I saw that the grandfather’s eyes were a milky white color – he was blind.
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The Perfect Dog
Task 1. Mark these sentences True (T) or False (F)
	
	
	True or False

	1
	The teller is a doctor.
	

	2
	Minnie had a rather unusual look.
	

	3
	Some people wanted the dog to die.
	

	4
	The veterinarian gave the dog an injection that killed her.
	

	5
	The teller decided to save the dog.
	

	6
	There was a protest campaign in the local newspaper.
	

	7
	The teller had to make a few phone calls.
	

	8
	The young man wanted a particular kind of dog.
	

	9
	The dog and her new master liked each other.
	

	10
	The old man had some health problems.
	


Task 2. Choose the correct answer (a, b, c, or d)
	
	
	a, b, c, d

	11
	We can come to a conclusion that the teller helped the vet:
a) as a part of daily routine;
b) on his own initiative;
c) for fun;
d) against his will.
	

	12
	The dog looked strange because one could easily see her:
a) eyes;

b) body;
c) tail;
d) skin.
	

	13
	Minnie’s masters wanted to:
a) get rid of her;

b) find her a new family;

c) have her treated;

d) go to sleep.
	

	14
	The dog seemed to have:
a) a nice tail;

b) nice hair;

c) a nice character;

d) a nice appearance.
	

	15
	The vet made all the necessary:
a) corrections;

b) reflections;
c) inflections;
d) attractions.
	

	16
	The teller used the media to address:
a) the dog’s masters;

b) the public;

c) the vet;

d) the dog.
	

	17
	The man who called needed a dog:

a) to eat somebody;

b) to hunt somebody;

c) to please somebody;

d) to find somebody.
	

	18
	The dog seemed to get a good _____ before leaving.

a) caring;

b) beating;

c) piercing;

d) sharing.
	

	19
	At the vet’s the two boys moved very:

a) quickly;

b) calmly;

c) confidently;

d) indifferently.
	

	20
	In the car, Minnie’s tail showed her:

a) readiness to fly;

b) wish to escape;

c) eagerness to eat;

d) emotional state.
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Rethink Rubbish at Home

Come on, admit it. We’ve all got clothes in our wardrobe that we haven’t worn for years and we know we’ll never wear again. Taking your old clothes to the local charity shop or recycling bin is a great way of getting rid of a load of rubbish and creating extra space at the same time! And it’s all for a good cause. Charities such as The Salvation Army, Oxfam, TRAID, and Scope are big collectors of old clothes, either through charity shops and recycling banks or for sorting and selling, often abroad.
Buying second-hand clothes is now definitely in vogue too, with dedicated followers of fashion such as Kylie and Geri Halliwell leading the way. Vintage boutiques offer ranges of designer classics, but can be a bit on the expensive side, so why not raid your local charity shop to pick up a real bargain? You can create your one distinct look and feel good about your recycling effort.
In addition, a massive 60% of the contents of your dustbin can be recycled. So why not give your bin a break and drop off your paper, card, glass bottles, jars, and cans at the recycling banks located at most supermarkets? By doing this, you’ll reduce your household waste by nearly one third!

We produce over 26 million tons of household rubbish in the UK mid Northern Ireland every year, so there’s plenty of scope for us to rethink rubbish at home! By thinking about the types of goods we buy, how we use them, and where we dispose of them, we can dramatically reduce the amount of rubbish our homes produce. Whilst we can’t get rid of rubbish altogether, there are hundreds of ways in which we can cut down on what we throw away. So, whether we’re recycling, finding new uses for “junk” or simply reducing what we create in the first place, with a little effort, we can all make our home cleaner and greener.
Circle the correct answer (a, b, c or d)
	1. The article states that most people have got... at home.

	a) a lot of neces​sary stuff;
	b) a lot of wardrobes;
	c) plenty of char​ity shops;
	d) a great deal of useless things.

	2. One of the recommended ways is to ... the unnecessary things.

	a) sell;
	b) burn;
	c) bury;
	d) give out.

	3. It can be inferred that charity shops operate:

	a) worldwide;
	b) nationwide;
	c) locally;
	d) nowhere.

	4. Which of the following is NOT a clothing charity?

	a) Scope.
	b) Oxfam.
	c) Vintage boutiques.
	d) The Salvation Army.

	5. The phrase “in vogue” in the second paragraph is closest in meaning to:

	a) modern.
	b) fashionable.
	c) expensive.
	d) not stylish.

	6. The article implies that using charity shops does NOT help:

	a) save money;
	b) look elegant;
	c) enjoy what you’ve done;
	d) create new clothes.

	7. One can make a conclusion that home rubbish can:

	a) be thrown away;
	b) be used differently;
	c) save the UK;
	d) be recycled completely.

	8. According to the article, recycling rubbish can lower house waste by about:

	a) 50 %;
	b) 60%;
	c) 30 %;
	d) Not at all.

	9. All of the following are ways we can reduce the rubbish in our homes EXCEPT:

	a) considering the goods we buy;
	b) thinking about how we use the goods we buy;
	c) knowing how we dispose of what we buy;
	d) understanding the prices of the goods we buy.

	10. The main idea of this article is:

	a) donating clothing to poor people;
	b) recycling old furniture;
	c) reducing rubbish produced in homes;
	d) cleaning the UK and Ireland.


	Разом за читання

(макс. 20 балів)
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	1
	Do you enjoy parties? Are you a party person? What makes a good party?


	2
	What do you use to plan your time/working day (calendars, planners, a diary)?


	3
	How long do you spend online every day? What are your favourite websites and what do you download from the Net?


	4
	Is it easier for young people to have a good relationship with their grandparents than with their parents? Why? Why not?


	5
	What does the proverb ‘Knowledge is power’ mean for you?  Why do we need knowledge?

	6
	What opportunities for your English practice you have outside your classroom?

	7
	Do you use computer and the Internet? For what purpose do you mostly use your computer? Do computers create a new generation /a new world? 

	8
	Many young people feel closer to their friends than to their families. Why? What about you?

	9
	One of the main reasons people study foreign languages is so they can travel around the world. What word or phrase do you think is the most important to know when traveling in a foreign country?  Why?

	10
	How do you find out what’s happening in the world? Do you think computers will replace newspapers and TV in the future?

	11
	’Everything is good in its season’. How much is this true about sports? Give your reasons.

	12
	How do you feel back in school after your summer holidays? Have you noticed any changes in your classmates, when you are back to school? Do you like them?

	13
	Everyone likes to relax in different ways.  Some people even have a special place that only they know about. What special place do you like to go to for relaxation? What does it look like? What do you do there?

	14
	Robots are no longer a part of the distant future but instead they are slowly being incorporated into daily life. Robots are designed to complete tasks more efficiently than humans. Would you ever purchase a robot? What would you want your robot to do for you? What are the advantages and disadvantages of living with robots?



	15
	What are the present trends in teenage fashion? Do you care?


	16
	A foreign visitor has only one day to spend in your country. Where should this visitor go on that day? What dishes should he or she eat? What souvenirs should the visitor take back to his or her country?



	17
	Nearly every nation in the world has its own flag, anthem, and emblem. Tell about Ukrainian national symbols.

	18
	Are exams necessary? How do you feel before taking exams?


	19
	You want to cook your favorite dish tonight for dinner. What is your favorite dish and what ingredients are found in your dish? What steps will you have to take to make the dish?



	20
	Some would say it is important to have many friends, while others would argue that it is better to have a small group of friends. Do you feel it is more important to have many friends or few? Why?
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Writing
1. Describe your ideal living situation, including a city or a country, an apartment or a house, alone or with a family.

2. Comment on the following quotation of George Santayana “The family is one of nature’s masterpieces”.
3. A youth magazine is running “The best teacher of the year” competition and has asked its readers to submit their compositions describing their teachers. Write about your “best teacher”. Why is this person the best?
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