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Keep On Dancing
After forty-five minutes of dancing the bell rang. The dancers left the dance floor and slowly headed for the beds in the next room. Fifteen minutes later, the bell rang again and the weary dancers straggled back to the dance floor. All day and all night, the same dancers continued to dance. Weeks passed and they kept on dancing. They were called dance marathons and people were crazy about them in the 1930s. In the longest marathon, the dancing went on for 5,148 hours or nearly 215 days. It was just after the stock market crash of 1929 in the United States. The Great Depression that followed affected everyone, and thousands of people were out of jobs. For some young people, entering a dance marathon was simply a way to earn money for food. As long as they continued to dance, they got food to eat.

The first 500 hours of a dance marathon were the most difficult. Dancers had to get used to sleeping while leaning on their partners. Feet got sore and swollen, and tempers flared as dancers got tired. Three times a day, tables were pulled out onto the dance floor and the dancers ate – while dancing.

For many people, watching a dance marathon was a cheap form of en​tertainment. At any time of day or night they could go and watch the dancers in the marathon. They yelled and threw money at their favorite dancers to encourage them to keep dancing. Some made bets on who would quit or fall down next.

Dancers in a marathon were pushed to their limits. Without proper sleep, many got sick. When several dancers died from overexertion in а І929 dance marathon, government officials tried unsuccessfully to outlaw marathons. Instead, marathons continued to be popular until the United States entered World War II. The wartime economy brought the country out of the Depression and people finally began to lose interest in dance marathons.
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Keep On Dancing
Task 1. Mark these sentences True (T) or False (F)

	
	
	True or False

	1
	Nowadays, people are crazy about dance marathons. 
	

	2
	In the longest marathon, the dancing went on for nearly seven months.
	

	3
	Dance marathons appeared during the Great Depression.
	

	4
	Entering a dance marathon was a way to become rich.
	

	5
	Professional dancers only had a right to participate in a marathon.
	

	6
	Watching a dance marathon was an expensive form of entertainment.
	

	7
	Bets were made on who would quit or fall down next.
	

	8
	Several dancers died from indigestion in 1929.
	

	9
	Government officials outlawed marathons when the USA entered World War II.
	

	10
	People finally began to lose interest in dance marathons in the 1990s.
	


Task 2. Choose the correct answer a, b or c.

	
	
	a, b, c

	11
	How long did hourly breaks last?
a) five minutes;

b) ten minutes;
c) fifteen minutes.
	

	12
	When did people become crazy about dance marathons?
a) in the 1920s;
b) in the 1930s;
c) in the 1940s.
	

	13
	13.
When did the US stock market crash?
a) in 1929;
b) in 1939;
c) in 1927.
	

	14
	How long did the longest dance marathon last?
a) 115 days;

b) 215 days;

c) 250 days.
	

	15
	What did the dancers get as long as they participate in the contest?
a) bed and breakfast;

b) free meals;

c) pocket money.
	

	16
	When could people watch the dancers in the marathon?

a) at any time of day or night;

b) in the evening;

c) at night.
	

	17
	What did spectators throw at their favorite dancers? 
a) some food;

b) some towels;

c) some money. 
	

	18
	Why did several dancers die?
a) they got poisoned;

b) they got exhausted;

c) they got bribed.
	

	19
	Did the government ban dance marathons?
a) yes, it did;

b) no, it did not;

c) it failed.
	

	20
	Why did people finally begin to lose interest in dance marathons?
a) the USA entered World War II;
b) people became fed up with them;
c) the marathons were outlawed.
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Text 1

Fearless
Among biologists, the Galápagos Islands – an archipelago of volcanic islands that straddle the equator about 600 miles from the coast of mainland Ecuador – are legendary. For when the young Charles Darwin sailed around the world in the 1830s, he visited these islands, and was struck by five things.

First, he observed that many of the animals and plants living in the Galápagos are found nowhere else in the world. Examples? Marine iguanas, which swim, eat algae and spend hours basking on the rocks. Darwin, uncharitably, described them as “hideous” and “stupid.” Then there are the giant tortoises (“antediluvian,” said Darwin), the largest of which can weigh as much as 250 kg, or 550 pounds. Among the birds, there are flightless cormorants, which have stumpy little wings; and, famously, there are several unique species of finch.

Darwin’s second observation was that certain sorts of animals are missing. The islands have no frogs, for example, and until humans came, there were no landlubbing mammals like rats or cats. Third, he noted that many of the creatures living in the Galápagos resemble, but differ from, those of the nearest continent – South America. Fourth, the inhabitants of one island often differ from those of another.

These four observations formed an essential piece of Darwin’s evidence that evolution takes place.

Task 1. Circle the correct letter A, B, C or D:

1. The Galapagos Islands are…

A. important for chemists.

B. ordinary when observed by biologists.

C. important for biologists.

D. ordinary when observed by chemists.

2. Charles Darwin observed…

A. many plants and animals unique to the Galapagos Islands.

B. all animals in the world can be found on the Galapagos Islands.

C. in South America are the same as those on the Galapagos Islands.

D. five different kinds of animals.

3. The Galapagos Islands are all of the following EXCEPT:

A. located near South America;

B. the site of a visit by Charles Darwin;

C. home to many animals including frogs, rats, and cats;

D. the site of important observations relating to evolution.

4. To “bask on a rock” means:

A. cook using primitive tools;

B. place one's food in the sun;

C. use a rock to heat the atmosphere;

D. lie on a rock out in the sun.

5. Charles Darwin was interested in all of the following EXCEPT:

A. the flight patterns of different kinds of birds;

B. the evolution of different species of animals;

C. animals on the Galapagos Islands as compared to animals in other places;

D. why certain animals are not present on the Galapagos Islands.

Text 2
 Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland
“What I was going to say,” said the Dodo in an offended tone, “was, that the best thing to get us dry would be a Caucus-race.”

“What is a Caucus-race?” said Alice; not that she wanted much to know, but the Dodo had paused as if it thought that somebody ought to speak, and no one else seemed inclined to say anything.

“Why,” said the Dodo, “the best way to explain it is to do it.” (And, as you might like to try the thing yourself, some winter day, I will tell you how the Dodo managed it.)

First it marked out a race-course, in a sort of circle, (“the exact shape doesn’t matter,” it said,) and then all the party were placed along the course, here and there. There was no “One, two, three, and away,” but they began running when they liked, and left off when they liked, so that it was not easy to know when the race was over. However, when they had been running half an hour or so, and were quite dry again, the Dodo suddenly called out, “The race is over!” and they all crowded round it, panting, and asking, “But who has won?”

This question the Dodo could not answer without a great deal of thought, and it sat for a long time with one finger pressed upon its forehead (the position in which you usually see Shakespeare, in the pictures of him), while the rest waited in silence. At last the Dodo said, “Everybody has won, and all must have prizes.”

Task 2. Circle the correct letter A, B, C or D:

1. “Inclined” could be replaced by all of the following EXCEPT:

A. ready;

B. likely;

C. unwilling;

D. excited.

2. Why does the narrator explain how the Dodo conducted the race?

A. We might want to try it ourselves someday.

B. We should know how strangely the Dodo behaved.

C. It is important to know exactly how everyone got dry.

D. Shakespeare used to run these races.

3. What would “One, two, three, and away” mean?

A. It would mean that everyone should go hide.

B. It would mean that the race had started.

C. It would mean that they should begin flying.

D. It would mean that the race had ended.

4. Why did the Dodo think so long before deciding who won?

A. It was trying to remember who crossed the finish line first.

B. It couldn’t remember all of the rules.

C. It put his finger on its forehead because it had a terrible headache.

D. There were no rules and it was making them up as it went.

5. Which of the following best describes the Dodo’s character?

A. organized and dishonest;

B. dependable and fickle;

C. unpredictable and inventive;

D. cruel and streetwise.
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	1
	Do you enjoy parties? Are you a party person? What makes a good party?

	2
	What do you use to plan your time/working day (calendars, planners, a diary)?

	3
	How long do you spend online every day? What are your favourite websites and what do you download from the Net?


	4
	Is it easier for young people to have a good relationship with their grandparents than with their parents? Why? Why not?


	5
	What does the proverb ‘Knowledge is power’ mean for you?  Why do we need knowledge?

	6
	What opportunities for your English practice you have outside your classroom?

	7
	Do you use computer and the Internet? For what purpose do you mostly use your computer? Do computers create a new generation /a new world? 

	8
	Many young people feel closer to their friends than to their families. Why? What about you?

	9
	One of the main reasons people study foreign languages is so they can travel around the world. What word or phrase do you think is the most important to know when traveling in a foreign country?  Why?

	10
	How do you find out what’s happening in the world? Do you think computers will replace newspapers and TV in the future?

	11
	’Everything is good in its season’. How much is this true about sports? Give your reasons.

	12
	How do you feel back in school after your summer holidays? Have you noticed any changes in your classmates, when you are back to school? Do you like them?

	13
	Everyone likes to relax in different ways.  Some people even have a special place that only they know about. What special place do you like to go to for relaxation? What does it look like? What do you do there?

	14
	Robots are no longer a part of the distant future but instead they are slowly being incorporated into daily life. Robots are designed to complete tasks more efficiently than humans. Would you ever purchase a robot? What would you want your robot to do for you? What are the advantages and disadvantages of living with robots?



	15
	What are the present trends in teenage fashion? Do you care?

	16
	A foreign visitor has only one day to spend in your country. Where should this visitor go on that day? What dishes should he or she eat? What souvenirs should the visitor take back to his or her country?

	17
	Nearly every nation in the world has its own flag, anthem, and emblem. Tell about Ukrainian national symbols.

	18
	Are exams necessary? How do you feel before taking exams?

	19
	You want to cook your favorite dish tonight for dinner. What is your favorite dish and what ingredients are found in your dish? What steps will you have to take to make the dish?



	20
	Some would say it is important to have many friends, while others would argue that it is better to have a small group of friends. Do you feel it is more important to have many friends or few? Why?
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Writing

1. You have decided to enter a short story competition. You should write a composition finishing with the words, “After ten years of effort, he finally got what he wanted”.
2. Describe a visit to a place that you will always remember, say what place it was and explain why you will remember it.
3. An old Nigerian proverb says, “Hold a true friend with both your hands”. Give your reasons.
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